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LUTHERANS CONCERNED/NORTH AMERICA 
Being the Body of Christ – A Theological Position Paper 

Through its Reconciling in Christ program, 

Lutherans Concerned/North America invites 

congregations to welcome, include, and honor the 

gifts of people of all sexual orientations and 

gender identities, namely gay, lesbian, bisexual 

and transgendered people. While many have 

become comfortable 

welcoming gay men 

and lesbians, adding 

bisexual and 

transgendered people 

to our welcoming 

statements makes some nervous. Some may be 

afraid of the unknown - as with gay men and 

lesbians, bisexual and transgendered people are 

often negatively stereotyped. Some may be 

concerned that doors finally open to gay and 

lesbian people will again become closed because 

LC/NA is pushing too far. Some seek more time 

to study, reflect, and pray. This paper is a 

beginning to what we hope will be continuing 

theological reflection and dialogue even as we 

move forward toward greater inclusion.  

Before we begin, we want to be clear about 

how we understand bisexuality and 

transgenderism. Those of us who are bisexual are 

physically and sexually attracted to men and 

women and are capable of having intimate 

relationships with either. Since 

falling in love is a delightful 

mystery, not a choice, we share 

with people of all sexual 

orientations both the challenges and joys of 

finding a life partner. Those of us who are 

transgendered have gender identities that conflict 

with our physical bodies. Many of us who are 

transgendered persons report feeling that we are 

or should be the opposite gender. Others of us 

report feeling that we are both genders or some 

third gender. Our understanding of our gender 

identity may or may not be expressed in our dress 

or behavior, and is not related to our sexual 

orientation. 

United in Baptism 

As Christians, Lutherans believe that in the 

sacrament of Baptism we become one with Christ, 

and one with Christ's body, the Christian church. 

The writer of Ephesians reminds us, “There is one 

body and one Spirit . . . one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism” (Eph. 4:4-5). Our membership in the 

Body of Christ rests not on our status, our 

orientation, or our identity, but solely upon the 

grace of God. Thus, we are called to acknowledge 

one another as members with us, and to 

understand that no member, no part of the body, is 

better or more blessed than another. While all 

might want to be a head, hand, or foot, we know 

that the body depends 

upon all its parts to 

function. As the Body 

of Christ, one 

member cannot say to 

another, “I have no 

need of you” (I Cor. 12:12ff), and in fact, in order 

for the body to work properly and grow, all the 

parts must work together (Eph. 4:16).  

United by God through baptism and faith, the 

church’s ministry in the world is strengthened 

when it embraces all members of the Body of 

Christ, including bisexual and transgendered 

people, building up all in love (Eph. 4:16).  

Called to Love God, Ourselves, and Others 

Jesus teaches that discipleship (being active 

members of his Body) involves a call to love God 

and to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matt. 

22:37-40, Mark 12:29-31). As Christians, we 

acknowledge that life in the Body of Christ is 

fraught, like all of life, with the pain and 

brokenness of abuse, misunderstanding, rejection, 

and death. The possibility for 

distortion of mutually 

respectful relationship exists in 

any population. Because we 

know that it is ultimately God's love that 

reconciles all people to God and to one another, 

we of Lutherans Concerned/North America 

participate in God's work as we pursue 

reconciliation in our church, helping ourselves 

and others heal the brokenness of the Body of 

Christ. 

Reconciling our Relationships… 

...With God. The healing we bring to our 

relationships with others is rooted in the 

reconciliation God brings to us. This 

reconciliation is a gift that we receive in faith. 

And our faith has this unique character it is the 

confidence we place in God’s promise to love us 

beyond what we can imagine. Through faith we 

glimpse the unimaginable richness of God’s 

image and the unfathomable depth of God’s 

grace; only in this way can we accept God’s 

reconciling love.  

Our membership in the Body of Christ rests not 
on our status, our orientation, or our identity, 

but solely upon the grace of God. 

Falling in love is a delightful 
mystery, not a choice… 
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Most of us tend to think about and talk about 

God in gendered terms. Some are comfortable 

relating to God as Father (male) while others are 

comfortable relating to God as Mother (female). 

However, we know 

that it is more accurate 

to say that God does 

not have a single 

gender and perhaps 

exceeds gender altogether. Welcoming and 

including bisexual and transgendered people can 

help us grow in our understanding of God and one 

another. 

It has been said that bisexuals embrace all 

genders, transgendered people encompass all 

genders, and that God does and transcends both. 

[i] In welcoming and honoring the gifts of 

bisexual and transgendered people, we are invited 

to see beyond gender as a strict duality (either/or 

male/female) and to grow in our awareness of the 

richness and wonder of God.  

...With ourselves. In order to love our 

neighbors as ourselves we must first learn self-

love. In order to do this, we must see ourselves as 

God does, with honesty and compassion, created 

in love for wholeness in relationship. Sexuality 

and gender identity are among the most 

mysterious aspects of who we are. This is true 

even for those of us whose bodies matched our 

gender identity when we are born, and/or whose 

sexual orientation is heterosexual. Accepting the 

gifts of sexuality and gender identity is a lifelong 

journey for all of us.  

Well before adolescence, we learn what it 

means to be a boy or a girl and we are taught to 

behave, play, and dress in “appropriate” ways. 

Bisexual and transgendered people, like our gay 

and lesbian brothers and 

sisters, come to 

recognize that there is 

something different 

about us that goes 

beyond behavior, toys and clothing. Bisexuals 

discover we are unique in our capacity to be 

physically and sexually attracted to people of 

either gender. Transgendered people discover we 

are unique in that our internal essential maleness 

or femaleness does not match our external 

physical bodies. Reconciliation with and love for 

our selves begins with faith that God loves us and 

grows with the confidence that our membership in 

the Body of Christ supports a recognition and 

embrace of our own sexual orientation and gender 

identity, as confusing and difficult as that 

sometimes is.  

...With others. As we come to love and 

accept ourselves, our sexual orientation and 

gender identity, we can more honestly love others. 

Acts 8:26-38 records Philip welcoming and 

baptizing a eunuch 

from Ethiopia - a man 

whose sexual identity 

made him an outcast 

from Jewish society. 

Today we who are members of the Body of Christ 

are called to reach out to and welcome those 

whose sexual orientation or gender identity make 

them outcasts in a society that is not just 

predominantly heterosexual but heterosexist [ii] as 

well. In Romans 13:9-10, Paul echoes Jesus’ 

identification of the two great commandments, 

writing that love is the fulfilling of the law and 

that love does no wrong to a neighbor. We are 

reconciled with others as we come to genuinely 

love and respect all members of the Body, 

whether their sexual orientation and gender 

identity is the same as or different from our own. 

Let us remember that bisexual, transgendered, 

lesbian and gay people have not always been 

outcasts, but instead have been valued as spiritual 

guides and healers. Our ability to cross over the 

separations of gender allows us to become living 

bridges, healing the divisions between male and 

female, and expanding the community's view of 

the sacred. What gifts could the church receive if 

it once again cherished us as people who have the 

capacity to enrich communal spiritual life?  

Being the Body of Christ 

When we welcome and include people of all 

sexual orientations and gender identities, 

including bisexual and transgendered people, we 

are living out our call to be baptized children of 

God who are constantly 

seeking to reconcile our 

relationships with God, 

ourselves, and others. In 

the process, we open 

ourselves to receive gifts that misunderstanding, 

ignorance and prejudice would keep hidden from 

us. Lutherans Concerned/North America is 

committed to walking with each person, 

congregation, synod and organization as we all 

journey to be, and more fully become, the Body of 

Christ. 
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[i] Lisbeth Kellogg, LC/NA Board Member.  

[ii] Ralph F. Smith and Patricia Beattie Jung, Heterosexism: 

An Ethical Challenge (Albany, NYSUNY Press, 1993) 
 

Welcoming and including bisexual and 
transgendered people can help us grow in 

our understanding of God and one another. 

What gifts could the church receive if it once 
again cherished us as people who have the 

capacity to enrich communal spiritual life? 


